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SUBJ: (C) AFGHAilSTAB'S ARM ROUP« LOC/L YUGOSLAV AND SOVIET 

1. CC-EWTRE TEXT) 

2. SUWARYl ACCORDING TO TKE YUCOSLAV AMBASSADOR AT KABUL, 
TKE SOVIETS WERE AWARE OF A DEVELOPING TEHSIO* BECHIEi " 
AFGHANISTAN S FORMER PRESIDENT IO0R MO MAW AD TtfUKl AND 
PRIME MIIIISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIB FOR "SEVERAL MOUTHS" BEFORE 
TKE MID-SEPTEMBER CRISIS THAT LED TO AMIR'S VICLEHT TAKE- 
OVER OF FULL ROVER . THE SOVIETS DISCLAIM AMY FCREKROV- 
LEDGE OF TKE COUP ITSELF, HOWEVER. MOSCOW APPEARS TO BE 
WILLING TO WORK VITK AMIB, NOW THAT ME HAS PRESENTED THE 
SOVIETS WITH a FAIT ACCOMPLI. EUD OF SUGARY. 

2. REQUESTING ABSOLUTE PROTECTIO* AS A SOURCE, YUGOSLAV 
ATBASSAQOR MGOAM KfiLBASIC 8RIEFED THE A/DCM OR SEPTEMBER 
33 ABOUT A RECEIT CONVERSATION HE HAD HAD WITH SOVIET AMB- 
ASSADOR ALEXANDER M. PUZAROV CONCERUIHC HAFIZULLAH AMIR'S 
BID-SEPTEMBER COUP D'ETAT. CRALBASIC EXPLAIRED THAT HE 
OCCASIOSALLY HAS LORG CHATS WITH PUZaROV, A» HAS FOUBD 
HIM RaATIVELY FORTHCOMING Zl SUCH SESSIOMS. PUZASQV PRO- 
FESSES ft CORTMuIK FRIENDLY INTEREST IB YUGOSLAVIA, WHERE 
HE SiXVEO TOR SEVERAL YEARS. J 



4. ACCOROIRG TO RALBASIC, PUZA«OV PROVIDED IKE FOLLOWIHG 
BACICGROUJ© TO THE ORAIUTIG POWER STRUGGLE VITHXB THE ICHALai 
HIERARCHYQ THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR ACXHOWLEDGED THAT ME HAD 
BEER IBVOLVED TO A CERTaIH EXTEUT — BUT WAS 'STILL HOT CER- 
TAIN ABOUT ALL THE EVEKTS HtAT HAD STTEIOEO AMI'S TAKE- 
OVER. HE OISCLAIKED A«Y FOREKK5VLEDGE OF THE VIOLENT 
S£PTEfl8ER 14 CONFRONT AT TO«, AMD OBSERVED THAT THIS SURPRISE 
DEVELOFHEKT CAUGHT THE LOCAL SCVIET COrtHURTTY WITHOUT ADE- 
flUATE SECURITY PRECAUTIOBS. CWTE: AKERICAB OFFICERS SCOUTIBG 
AROUKJ KABUL THAT DAY WHO HAD BOTED IBCREASIflG »0«B£»S OF 
AFGKAB SOLDIERS AND POLICE li THE STREETS, DID C8SERVE THAT 
RUSSIA* DEPE»EBTS WERE HOVIM ABOUT iORflALLY, AMD THAT SOVIET 
KOUSXSKS AREAS DID HOT HAVE AMY OBVIOUS SECURITY ARBAMGE«E«S.> 

5. PUZAWV TOLD HALBASIC THAT THE STRAlU BETWEER FORftER 
PRESIDENT TARAXI AW AfllB HAD BEE* I«CREASI»G OVER THE PAS? 
SEVERAL HOMTHS. PUZABOV WAS CRITICAL OF lARAKI'S "CULT- 
0F235#J- INDIVID UAL" PUFFERY — A» CITED TARAKl'S UWlLLIBG- 
BESS TO PASS THE FULL RA«GE OF PR HIE KHISTERIAL POWERS 
OVER TO AHIR WHEI THE LATTER WAS DESIGNATED AS "FIRST HI1- 
ISTER.' PUZAKOV NOTED, FOR USTABCE, THAT TARAKl COMTII- 

UED TO CHAIR SESSIOBS OF THE COURCIL OF HI8ISTESS -- A® 
THIS GREATLY ABMOYED AMIS. 

6. PtZAMV RECALLED THAT THE CURREBT CRISIS STARTED AFTER 
TARAKl'S RETURi FROM HAVABA A» nosed* Q'B SEPTEMBER II. 
AT A SEPTEMBER C CABIRET SESSIQB, Afil* "INDICATED THE 
BEED" FOR CABIHET CKABGES -- I.E., THAT HI8ISTIR OF IB- 
TERIOR ROHAJWAD ASLAA WATAMJAR . KIBISTER OF FROBTIER AFFAIRS 
SHE* JA» HAZPOCRYAR, AM) HlBIZLEVEOF COBHUBICATIOBS SAVED 
flOHAJWAC GULABZOI BE REPLACED IMlEDIATELY. TARAXI OBJECTED, 
TAKIBG ISSUE WITH A.1I8 OPENLY. 

7. ACCOROIBG TO PUJAKCVS ACCOUNT, 'THE QUARREL COBTWUED 
OH SEPTEMBER 13,* ASO CAKE TO A HEAD OB SEPTEilBER 14, WHEI 
AfllH WEKT AHEAD WITH AB ABBOUBCEHEMT ABOUT THE CABINET 
CHAiGES. TARAKl 'CALLED AH IS OVER" TO OISCVSS THAT ACT — 
AW THE GUH'IGHT EMSUED. PUZABOV SAID THAT HE HAD HAD TWO 
nEETISGS" WITH THE XHAL3I LEADERSHIP 0URI«G THESE CRITICAL 
DAYS. HE DID SOT GIVE ABY DETAILS ABOUT THE FIRST. THE 
SECOtO WAS THE «OR«I«G SESSION HE HAD WITH AfllB OR SEPTEKBER 
15, THE DAY BEFORE THE LATTER WAS DESIGNATED AS TtfUKI'S 
SUCCESSOR. (MOTE: THIS MEETIM3 WAS REPORTED BY THE PRESS). 
3T 
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E. KALBA2IC HAD THE IMPRESSION FROM KIS TALK WITH PUZANOV 
THAT THE SOVIETS FOUND THEMSELVES COMPELLED TO ACCOMMODATE 
THEIR AFGHAN POLICY TO AMIB'S FAIT ACCOMPLI, ALTHOUGH THEY 
DID NOT UOICATE GREAT ENTHUSIASM. WhEB KE COMMENTED TO 
PIZASOV ABOUT AMIN'S WEAK POINTS, SUCH AS KIS BAO PUBLIC 
IMAGE, THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR REPLIED, "AftIN IS STRONG AND 
¥ELL -ORGANIZED. OF COtflSE, HE HAS SOME FAULTS, BUT WHAT 
LEAOER OOESN'TT* 

9. INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, PUZANOV WENT 08 TO COMPLIMENT 
TKE FIRED WATABJAR AS "A GOOD MAN. - CNOTEl FREQUENTLY 
HEARD POST-COUP RUMORS PORTRAYED WATANJAR AS HAVING SOUGHT 
ASYLUM IN THE SOVIET EMBASSY — AND THE INDIAN EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT PUZANOV HAD TR IED TO INTStCEDE IN BEHALF OF 
WATANJAR AND THE OTHER FIRED MILITARY MINISTERS ON SEPTEMBER 14. > 

18. HALSASIC GOT THE STRONG IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIETS HAD 
EXTRACTED CERTAIN CONCESSIONS FROM AMIN IN EXCHANGE FOR 
TKEIR POST-COUP SUPPORT. HE THOUGHT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT- THE 
SOVIETS HAD INSISTED THAT TARAKI BE KEPT ALIVE. MALBASIC 
OBSERVED THAT AMIN IS NOW COMPLETELY DEPESOENT UPON THE 
SOVIETS — AND "MUST PAY THE PRICE.* 

II. RALBASIC OPINED THAT THE SOVIETS WILL NOW ENDEAVOR TO 
RAKE AMIN "MORE PALATABLE* AS A LEADER. FAILING THIS, THEY 
MIGHT CONSIDER THE ALT3UATIVES SHORT OF DIRECT RILITARY 
INTERVENTION, SUCH AS A QUICK COUP D'ETaT BY THE "AFGHAN" 
ARf.ED FORCES. HE DID NOT RULE OUT A* EVEKTUAL RESORT TO 
THE USE OF SOVIET COMBAT FORCES, HOWEVER — BUT THOUGHT IT 
RATHER UH.IKELY THAT THAT EXTREME STEP WOULD SECGME NECESSARY. 



K. COMMENT: HALBASIC'S ACCOU*T SQUARES I* CESERAL WITH THE 

KEY ELEMENTS OF VERSIONS HEARD FROM OTHER REASONABLY RELIABLE 

SOIRCES. AS CAi BE EXPECTED, HOWEVER, THE KABUL RUMOR BILL 

KAS PRODUCED A GREAT VARIETY OF ACCOUNTS. HOST STORIES 

BEGIN WITH TARAKI'S SEPTEMBER S-IS TALKS WITH BRCZKBEV II 

MOSCOW. SORE SAY HE VAS THEN TOLD BY THE fOVIET LEADERS THAT HE WAS Flf 

SHED — BUT THAT SCM3ER SEWS WOULD SE DIFFICULT 
TO LIIK WITH AMIN'S BUOYANT DEMEANOR WHEN KE RETURNED TO KABUL 
OH SEPTEMBER 11. OTHERS SAY THAT 8REZKIEV TOLD HI* TO 
GET RID OF AH IN - Affl THAT HE HUFFED THE JOB. TKXS EMBASSY 
IS INCLINED TO FAVOR THE VIEW THAT THE CCMIB3 LEADERSHIP CRUNCH 
WAS NOT DISCUSSED AT ALL IN MOSCOW — A*> THAT TARAKI FIRST 

confronted it upon his retutn. cibcidehtally, vatawar was 
the secoio-raikisg man ib his airport welcohho party— standing 
■ext tc ami*.) 

13. as for pueaxovs own rcle, the i»ian embassy versioi, 
to which reference was bade i« a f0re6oim paragraph i evei 
has an armed pueanov participating jn the september 14 shoot- 
out at the house of the people. although we doubt this, we 
do think it wc8asle that pueakgv at some point right have 
tried tc i8tervese ir 3ehu.f of the yatakjar group " as his 
post-coup comment to malbasic indicates. 

14. although there are. a few local observers who think that 
the soviets opt for tta "iron fist" <in this case, ami«) 
solution whenever there is a tough problem to be licked 
ce.g., the cutrekt afghan insurrection), we a*e inclined to 
baieve that the soviets vsic probably not completely ii 
the ptcture as their violent, d if fi cult-to-control kalql' 
clients staged their internal confrontation like sccrplons 
xi a jar. the coktisued presence of russian women a» 
children ii public places at kabul during the o'veloping 
september 14 crisis, as well as the continuing soviet media " 
play of tar ax i' s moscow visit after amii's september is 
takeover, which has been reported by em8assy moscow and' 

fbis, indicate that the soviets were pert cs indeed surpriseo.jd 

15. puzanov appearesto have failed in an attempt to keep 
stable the political arrangement here. because puzanov 
was often reported to have frequently been at serious 0003 
with amu dim ik} the past year, the local diplomatic 
commubitt is rossipiiq about his continued tenure here. a* 
afcyan source, who has been usually reliable i» the past, 
told the a/dch on septem8er 2? that hoscow mae 3equested 
agrement for puzanov s successor. the source did not have 
the name, end comhent. amstute 
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